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== In this article Naphtaly Shem-Tov examines three Mizrahi autobiographical performances
| in Israel, exploring how they construct Mizrahi identity in different ways. The term ‘Mizrahi’
or ‘Mizrahim'® refers to Jews and their descendants originating in the Muslim and Arab
countries. Although Mizrahim make up approximately half the Israeli population, their ethnic
identity and culture are considered outside the dominant Israeli Western cultural orientation.
The three autobiographical performances discussed here challenge these preconceptions
and present an alternative, assertive identity for the Mizrahi community. The performers
incorporate real elements — physical virtuosity, the preparation and serving of food, and
the use of official documentation and personal records — to blur the lines between fiction

Akademik Konular: MIZ In; JEWISH identity; JEWI
and reality, and to draw attention to the different forms of oppression exerted on the
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Mizrahi identitv. Naohtaly Shem-Tov is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Literature.
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